Fear and mistrust let us create a new picture of this world. From today, it sets about making our nightmares come true...
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Synopsis:

The world is changing, rapidly. Sporadic violence breaks out across the globe and, within a matter of days, the tally of acts of mindless cruelty reaches unprecedented levels. As though caught up in some unknown conflagration, an enormous part of mankind loses sight of their moral inhibitions and with it their grasp of any kind of ethical value. For those who become known as „the attackers“, the slightest inducement can lead to a violent frenzy that has only one goal: to kill. Those who don’t change, we call them „devotees“, stand helpless in the face of this phenomenon and must struggle for their lives. Scientists are at a loss for any kind of explanation. There are no signs of any infectious disease or previously unknown virus. There are no reasons, it just happens. The seemingly random nature of the phenomena, the fact that nobody can predict who will next mutate into an attacker, ushers in a worldwide regime of fear. People takes precautions, they kill anybody who comes too close. Social life collapses, a murderous anarchy takes its place.

David Rosenberg and his family flee from the city and seek sanctuary in the loneliness of a forest cabin. Away from civilization, or rather from what is left of it, they feel safe for the moment. But the impression is illusory as the family unit, the last bastion of refuge, begins to collapse. The claustrophobic situation leads to conflict, to tension and finally to fear. Are David and his wife merely stressed or is one of them on the way to becoming an attacker? Then it happens: David’s wife transform to a furious assassin. David and his daughter fight to overpower and handcuff her. Only after they hear a rumour that a special kind of medicine, a beta-blocker, can reverse this state of rage do their hopes begin to raise. Even though David must now go in search of this wonder drug and leave his daughter alone with his captive but still murderous wife...

Story:
David Rosenberg is an evaluator in a big assurance company with a reputation for uncovering even the most ingenious case of insurance fraud. This has less to do with intuitive senses than a talent for figures. He completes the tasks which his occupation brings with it with the obsessive meticulousness of a mathematician. In addition, regarding the big and small issues in everyday life, David only relies on that which can be calculated. Figures are his big passion. Their reliability gives him the feeling of security. Faithful to the motto “danger recognized, danger avoided!” he creates statistics regarding everything possible in everyday life. He therefore knows exactly which airline one had better avoid (18% higher possibility of crashing) and why when one swims in the open sea one always goes out only so far that one still feels the ground under ones feet (33% lower risk of being caught by a current and drowning). Also the probability of cutting off ones small finger while peeling potatoes lies at a mere 2%.

Lately David notices that mistakes repeatedly creep into his numeral system. Things happen, which could up to now be virtually excluded, according to his statistics and this irritates him. According to his calculations, the subway is the means of transportation with the slightest likelihood that a deadly accident could occur. Nevertheless, a strange feeling comes over him as a young, Arabian looking man with backpack enters his compartment on his homeward journey. When the man leaves the subway again only two stations later, David notices that he has left his backpack behind. David asks himself how high the probability is, that this man is an assassin and that the baggage explodes in the fully occupied subway, but comes to no result. For a few seconds he stands on the platform and watches the departing subway train. He himself does not know why, but something tells him that it is better to go the last bit home by foot.

For David only his family has a more substantial significance than figures. His wife Kim is the exact opposite of him - spontaneously, fond of taking risks and passionate. She does not keep her opinion to herself. She is open and direct. Too direct - David sometimes finds. Whereas Kim now and again argues with a neighbour or workman, he buries his head to avoid conflicts. When he describes his small "experience" in the subway that evening, he only harvests amused head shaking from both his loved ones. David gets caught up in the good mood of his wife and daughter. It becomes an enjoyable evening. When the three go contently to bed, none of them anticipates that they will never experience such happiness again …

A new morning. The sky presents itself in its best blue. The sun is already high. It could become a wonderful day. However, with the first glance out the window, David immediately feels that something is different. Is this due to the fact that he discovers the cat dead in the front garden? Or the uncanny background noise which lies over the city - a mixture of loud voices, music, hooting, and distant sirens? On the way to the work it strikes him how much aggression people have for one another. He cannot remember ever being a witness of so many disputes, fights or accidents. In the subway station he observes an escalating quarrel between two men in which one pushes the other in front of the moving train. David himself also becomes the target of a brutal attack when he, on behalf of his insurance company, questioned an insurance policy holder, who supposedly injured himself at work with a saw. When the man notices that David doubts his portrayal of the accident it comes to a quarrel. As fast as lightning the man gets into a rage, grabs David and tries to kill him with the saw. Despite the excessive force that the man develops, he acts randomly, as if he were under the influence of alcohol. David successfully defends himself. The man reels backward on the circular saw and dies piteously.

While the news of the unusual accumulation of brutal attacks spreads in lightning-speed, David’s homeward journey becomes an obstacle race; constantly trying to avoid a confrontation with those whom he encounters on his way. The danger seems however unavoidable. The streets are of full of people who are ready to go to the limits. A strange look can be enough to attract the attention to oneself of an "attacker". The police can hardly control the situation and are forced to use firearms. Moreover, as David finally reaches his own four walls the next shock awaits him. Even his private sphere no longer offers security. In his apartment he not only finds his family hiding anxiously, but also the bloody corpse of a neighbour. Kim and Eva had to defend themselves from him with a knife.

Unbelievingly David and his family follow the frightful announcements made in Internet and television. While a part of the humanity, regardless of gender or race, loses all inhibitions and is merely on a killing spree (attackers), the other part remains spared from this transformation, must however fight for its naked survival (devotees). In addition this phenomenon of excessive power appears everywhere throughout the world. A harmless squabble is sufficient and formerly harmless fellow citizens end up, from one second to the next, in a murderous frenzy. Attackers who find no victims become self-aggressive and even suicidal. The more rapidly this development progresses, the more desperately politicians, scientists and intellectuals look for answers. They cannot however be found! Neither the assumption that a virus is the cause, nor the suspicion that it was an attack with biological agents of war can be corroborated. Sociologists pose the thesis of the dramatic results of a worldwide overpopulation but cannot explain why this phenomenon appears as violently in both mega cities as well as in sparsely populated areas. Thus, there is only one really sure and at the same time frightening conclusion: One cannot explain it, it simply happens. Everybody can mutate in the next moment into a beast – with disastrous results for cohabitation. People observe each other distrustfully, avoid each other and arm themselves. Social nets disintegrate. Anarchy rules!

In order to get the position more or less under control, the government issues a general ban on movement. The city is sealed, walls are constructed which prevent additional people moving in. Police and army work hand in hand to carry out law and order. However, the next question has been tormenting David for a long time: Who says that this inexplicable phenomenon does not also spread to the police and the army? In addition, they are all armed. He does not need long at all to figure out that they are no longer safe in the city. With the millions of people who live in a crowded space, the likelihood of becoming a victim of an "attacker" is clearly higher than in the countryside. David persuades his family to escape and leads them through a land that is sinking into blood and ashes, chaos and violence. One is on ones own. Nobody is ready to join forces with others. Solidarity no longer exists. After an arduous march, the family finds a hiding place in a lonely wooden hut situated in the middle of a forest clearing with an open view in all directions.

David and his family barely settle into the hut as new problems appear. Their food supplies run low and all accessible stores and supermarkets have already been looted or hold other dangers in store. David is left no other option than to provide for food and to go on the hunt. He has never killed an animal with his own hands. Now the naked will to survive makes him overcome his inhibition. Not only for him, but also for the whole family life becomes more and more archaic – no electricity, no running water, the constant danger of becoming a victim. At the same time and all around them the entire civilization increasingly dissipates. Their only connection with the outside world is a small radio with which they can receive news. The first hopes sprout when David hears that someone has supposedly discovered the means of getting the excess violence under control: Psychiatric drugs! Eyewitnesses describe how people who were given an extremely high dose of this drug during an aggression attack and who survived this attack were normal again afterwards.

The extreme situation in which David and his family live does not remain without consequences. Under the permanent strain, internal conflicts slowly break out. In the beginning these are only trivial things that cause an irritated mood. The tone intensifies however! Up until now the family was the last bastion of mutual trust. This trust dwindles, as who can guarantee that one of them won’t also become a raging beast? Especially Kim’s nerves are on edge. She becomes more and more choleric. Sure enough she falls into an inebriation and becomes an "attacker", David and Eva must join all their forces to overpower her and tie her up. David only sees one way out. While he sets off to procure the very important psychiatric drugs for his wife, Eva must stay behind and guard her mother. However, David is not the only one on the hunt for the medication. The raid of the drugstores that had not yet been plundered turns into a murderous odyssey. At the same time the threat to his daughter grows in the log cabin. After the first attack passes, Kim seems absolutely normal again. She begs her daughter desperately to release her from the chains. When Eva does not react, she starts insulting and provoking...

As David returns to the hut together with his booty, he discovers a picture of horror. He finds Kim in a terrible state and seemingly lifeless and at that same moment his daughter Eva rushes towards him. It comes to a fight for life and death between father and daughter in which David can only win by acting with absolute ruthlessness. He finally wins the upper hand and can give the saving psychiatric drugs to his daughter. Only now he realizes that every form of help for his wife came too late. She dies from the injuries which Eva inflicted upon her. An overwhelming rage rises up inside David and for a moment one assumes that he attacks his daughter. Until ultimately the pursuers who had suck to his heels break into the hut. David kills the men, but realises that this place no longer offers security. He moves on further with his daughter. He does not know where, he only knows one thing: They must both keep an eye on each other...
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